
   Flowers, candy, red hearts and romance. That's what Valentine's Day is all 
about, right? Not exactly. 

The origin of this holiday as an expression of love isn't romantic at all—at least 
not in the traditional sense. The Christian martyr behind the holiday was St. Valentine. He 
was a second-century priest when the Roman Emperor, Claudius was persecuting the 
Church. The emperor also issued an edict prohibiting the marriage of young people, be-
cause he believed unmarried soldiers fought better. On the other hand, the Church viewed 
marriage as a Sacrament ordained by God . So Valentine encouraged 
couples to marry within the Christian Church and secretly performed 
the ceremonies. Eventually, he was caught, imprisoned, and tortured 
for helping young lovers to join in holy matrimony. 

There are legends surrounding Valentine's actions while in prison. 
One of his judges,  Asterius, had a daughter who was blind. It is said 
that Valentine prayed with and healed the girl with such astonishing 
effect that Asterius himself became Christian as a result. 

In the year 269 AD, Valentine was sentenced to a three-part execution of beating, ston-
ing, and finally decapitation, all because of his stand for Christian marriage. The story goes 
that the last words he wrote were in a note to Asterius' daughter, which he signed "from 
your Valentine." Those famous words inspired today's Hallmark cards and love notes. 

Father O'Gara, a priest at the Whitefriars Street Church in Dublin, Ireland—one of 
three churches that claim to house the remains of St. Valentine—comments on his martyr-
dom: "There comes a time when you have to lay your life on the line for what you believe. 
And with the power of the Holy Spirit we can do that, even to the point of death. If Valen-
tine were here today, he would say to married couples, 'It's not going to be easy to main-
tain your commitment and your vows in marriage. Don't be surprised if the 'gushing' love 
that you have for someone changes to something much more mature. And the question is, 
is that young person ready for that?" 

Valentine's martyrdom has not gone unnoticed by the general public. In fact, Today, 
many people make pilgrimages to the church to honor the memory of this courageous 
Christian saint and martyr. St. Valentine has come to be known as the patron saint of lov-
ers. Fr. O'Gara comments, "Human love is wonderful, and blessed by God—but it is also in 
the shadow of the Cross. That's what Valentine's Day means to me." 

There is no greater love than Jesus’ for us, when He gave His life for our salvation. This 
Valentine’s Day, I hope you will share that good news, not only with your Valentine, but all 

who need to hear it.        Yours in Christ’s love and service, Mother Nina + 

  From the Rector 

I N S I D E  

T H I S  I S S U E :  

Youth Sunday, 

Feb. 12th  
2 

New Wardens 

and Vestry 
2 

New Eucharistic 

Visitors 
2 

Bishop to Visit, 

Feb. 26th 
3 

Outreach  

Needs You! 

 

Annual Meeting 

2017 

 

February  

Birthdays & 

Anniversaries 

 

Rectory Rental 

3 

 

 

4 

 

 

4 

 

 

4 

Taizé Service, 

Feb. 11th 
 

Lunch Bunch 

Schedule 

5 

 

 

5 

Worship /  

Service  

Schedule 

6 

S t .  J o h n ' s  
E p i s c o p a l  

C h u r c h ,  
C o m p a s s  

1 5 2 0  W e s t  
K i n g ’ s  
H i g h w a y  

G a p  P A  1 7 5 2 7  

7 1 7 - 4 4 2 - 4 3 0 2  

     The Compass 
 

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 7  



Please contact 

whichever 

Vestry member 

is the liaison 

for a particular 

ministry, 

especially if 

you wish to 

bring a matter 

before the 

Vestry. 

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 7  P A G E  2  

   Youth Sunday, February 12th 

Pat and Kaye have long had an interest in healing ministry; a heart for the sick and home-
bound; as well as a devotion to the Holy Eucharist. In late 2016, each felt a call from the Ho-
ly Spirit to combine these gifts in the ministry of Eucharistic Visitors. These are lay members 
of the parish who take Holy Communion from our Sunday Mass out to persons who are ill or 
confined at home, or residents of long-term care facilities, such as retirement communities or 
nursing homes. After reading the books “With Burning Hearts” by Henri Nouwen and 
“A Manual for Eucharistic Visitors” by Beth Wickenberg Ely, and undergoing 1.5 
hours of hands-on training with our Rector, Kaye and Pat were officially licensed, and 
are now ready to visit YOU! Please give either of them a call if you would like a com-
passionate and caring visit along with Reserved Sacrament Communion. 

Children’s Choir Director, Jen 
Hoskins, will be leading the kids in 
singing “This is My Commandment” 
based on St. John 15: 11-12. It is an 

anonymous tune from 1992, arranged by Richard L. 
Van Oss. They will also accompany the song with 
tone chimes.  Plan to come and support our youth! 

For Youth Sunday, Tina Zurcher will bake our 
Communion Bread, and Mother Nina will offer a 
Youth Message instead of the “adult” sermon. 

We are very grateful for the Youth Ministry 
leadership of Nancy Miller, Cynthia Boyd, and Jen 
Hoskins, but are in need of more helpers. Even if 
you can only assist with Sunday School one Sunday 
per month, that would be appreciated. If interested, 
please contact Nancy Miller. And kindly keep our 
children in your prayers. They are our future! 

At our January 15th Annual 
Meeting, we elected 3 new 
Vestry Members: Reid 
Heeren, Kaye Lee, and 
Bob Yarnall will serve in 
the Class of 2020. 

At our January 17th Vestry Meeting, Reid 
Heeren was reappointed as Rector’s 
Warden, and Robin Baldwin was 
named new People’s Warden.  

Other Vestry Members chose to 
be liaisons for the following  
ministries: Audit & Cemetery, 
Steve Boyd; Christian Educa-
tion & Youth, Nancy Miller; 
Evangelism & New Members, 
Robin Baldwin & Glenn Mar-

tin; Finance & Stewardship, Jenny Landis; Lay 
Pastoral Care, Kaye Lee; Outreach, Jen 
Hoskins; Property, Steve Boyd; and Social, Bob 
Yarnall. 

The  

children 

will  

present 

a song as 

part of our  

worship  

service.  

God Bless Our Newest Eucharistic Visitors 

Welcome our New Wardens and Vestry Members 

Kathryn Lee and Patricia 

Owens are now licensed by 

the Episcopal Diocese of 

Pennsylvania as  

Eucharistic Visitors. 



Mark Your Calendars: Bishop’s Visit on Sunday, February 26th at 10:30 
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The Rt. Rev. 
Daniel G. P. 
Gutiérrez is 
the XVI Bish-
op of the 
Episcopal Di-

ocese of Pennsylvania. 
Raised a Roman Catholic, 
before he was consecrated 
as our new Bishop in July 
2016, he had an extensive 
career in public service, in-
cluding serving as Chief of 
Staff to the mayor of Albu-
querque, New Mexico, and 
as Director of the Bernalillo 
County Economic Develop-
ment Department.  

He also was President of 
a strategy and media firm 
whose clients included state 
and local political leaders. 

Bishop Gutiérrez was 
ordained to the diaconate 
and the priesthood in 2008, 
both in the Diocese of the 
Rio Grande. Subsequently, 
he served at the Cathedral 
Church of St. John, and at 

St. Michael and All Angels 
Church in Albuquerque. 
After joining the Diocesan 
staff as Canon to the Ordi-
nary, he was called to re-
build two struggling parish-
es, serving them as Vicar 
and Rector. 

He is a graduate of the 
University of New Mexico, 
where he earned Bachelor’s 
degrees in history and polit-
ical science in 1987 and a 
Master of Arts in public ad-
ministration in 1992. In 
2007, he earned a diocesan 
certificate in Anglican stud-
ies through Trinity School 
for Ministry (where our Rec-
tor earned her Doctor of 
Ministry degree), and in 
2011 he was awarded a Mas-
ter of Theological Studies 
from St. Norbert College. 

Bishop Gutiérrez (age 
51) has been married since 
1991 to Suzanne Fletcher 
Gutiérrez, and they have 
one son, Jude, in his final 

year as a high school 
student. 

The Bishop is 
fond of technology, 
blogging about his 
travels throughout 
the Diocese and 
snapping “selfies” with parishion-
ers and clergy at every stop.  His 
favorite Bible quotation is, “Come 
and see!” (John 1:39). 

Dating from 1784, the Diocese 
of Pennsylvania is the second old-
est in The Episcopal Church, with 
33,000 parishioners in 132 churches 
located in the southeast portion of 
the Commonwealth, throughout 
Philadelphia, Bucks, Montgomery, 
Delaware, & Chester counties. 

(Founded in 1729, St. John’s 
Church pre-dates The Episcopal 
Church and the Diocese of Penn-
sylvania.) 

There will a meeting of the Outreach 
Committee after Coffee-Hour on Sunday, 
February 5, to discuss the events for 
2017. 

If you would like to take part in this 
ministry, please join us for this short get-
together, and bring your ideas!  

Feel free to contact Sharon Fremont 

about Outreach Ministry at St. John’s. 

In Matthew 25: 31-46, Jesus teaches  
that whatever we do for “the least of 
those among us,” we do for Him—and, 
at the same time, He says that whatever 
we fail to do for the poor and needy, 
we also fail to do for Our Lord.  

Definitely something to think about! 

Outreach Meeting after Coffee-Hour, Sunday February 5th 

For the 

Bishop’s visit, 

we will be 

using St. John’s  

historic 1766 

Chalice, 

Paten, and 

Flagon. 



2017 Annual Meeting Was Congenial for All 
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Almost no one looks forward to an Annual Meeting, but 
this year’s was a congenial event for all. The tremendous 
spread of food by our excellent cooks was a feast for 

the senses, and amiable fellowship was shared around 
the tables. We gave thanks for all that God has done for 
us in the past year, and rejoiced at the plans to move 
forward with positive new changes, including the remod-
eling of our conference room, offices, and bathroom, and 
the reorganization of the Parish Hall.  
The gathering itself was punctuated by laughter, and a 
friendly welcome for our new Vestry Members and 
Wardens, who were installed during the meeting. Thirty-

three parishioners and friends of St. John’s attended.  

May God be with us as we embark upon the new year of 
our life together. 

St. John’s Rectory is being cleaned, and fixed up with some 
new paint and carpeting, so that it can be 
rented.  

The rental is being handled by Compass 
Property Management (Robin Baldwin is 
the contact at St. John’s). If you know of a responsible 
tenant who’d like to rent this 4 to 5 bedroom, 2 bath,  
historic farm house, please either contact Robin, or ask 
them to call the rental agent at 717-442-0442.  

Please pray for God to bring us good new neighbors. 

The Rectory is for Rent 

There was 

actually 

laughter at 

the Annual 

Meeting! 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Mary Lou Weaver  Feb. 1 
Faye Oberholser     Feb. 2 
Steven Armstrong  Feb. 4 
Corey Baldwin        Feb. 7 
Abbey Williams      Feb. 7 

Helen Esbenshade         Feb. 13 
Glenn Martin                 Feb. 14 
John Oberholser            Feb. 21 
Tracey Rohrer               Feb. 23 
Hank Fant                     Feb. 25 
Shannon McLauchlan   Feb. 27 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 
   Stuart & Toni McLauchlan 
              February 21 
 
   Ned & Jennifer Baldwin 
              February 26 



Another Opportunity to Experience a Taizé-Style Worship Service: Saturday, February 11th at 7 pm 
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The Taizé Community is an 
ecumenical, monastic order in the 
village of Taizé, Saône-et-Loire, 
Burgundy, France. It is composed of 
more than 100 religious  brothers, 
from both Catholic and Protestant 
traditions, who originate from about 
30 countries worldwide. It was 
founded in 1940 by Brother Roger 
Schütz, a Reformed Protestant.  

The community has become one 
of the world's most important sites 
of Christian pilgrimage, with a focus 
on youth. Over 100,000 young peo-
ple from around the world make 
pilgrimages to Taizé each year for 
prayer, Bible study,  sharing, and 
communal work. Through the com-
munity's ecumenical outlook, they 
are encouraged to live in the spirit 
of kindness, simplicity and reconcil-
iation. 

A Taizé 
worship 
service 
involves 
sung and 
chanted 
prayers; 
meditation; 

a period of silence; liturgical 
readings; candlelight; and some-
times, icons. There is no preach-
ing or Communion; no offering 
is collected; and worshippers sit 
throughout the service, unlike 
our regular Sunday worship. 
The style of prayer practiced at 
Taizé has attracted many wor-
shipers from around the globe 
and from many different denom-
inations. 

As the brothers at Taizé 
write: The “short songs, repeat-
ed again and again, give [the 
prayers] a meditative character. 
Using just a few words they 
express a basic reality of faith, 
quickly grasped by the mind. As 
the words are sung over many 
times, this reality gradually 

penetrates the whole being. Medi-
tative singing thus becomes a way 
of listening to God. It allows every-
one to take part in a time of prayer 
together and to remain together in 
attentive waiting on God, in an 
attitude of prayer.” 

The service is distinguished by 
a significant period of silence. The 
Taizé brothers write concerning 
this: 

“Right at the depth of the 
human condition, lies the longing 
for a Presence, the silent desire for 
a Communion. Let us never forget 
that this simple desire for God is 
already the beginning of faith.”  

Saturday, February 11th at 
7 pm, join us at St. John’s for this 
informal, candle-lit, peaceful expe-
rience of quiet prayer; meditative 
singing led by our Choir and can-
tors; inspiring Scripture readings; 
and blessed quiet.  

Our Rector quips, “A Taizé 
service is guaranteed to lower 
your blood pressure!”  

April’s “Lunch Bunch” hosts 
are Selena Baldwin and her sis-
ter, Joan Kinsly. 

For any concerns or questions, 
feel free to contact Linda 
Zynn, Chair of the “Lunch 
Bunch” at 717-355-5013. 

While there will be no “Lunch 
Bunch in February (because 
of the possibility of inclement 
weather), Lou and Joan 
D’Aloisio will host our gather-
ing in March. 
 
 

   Lunch Bunch Schedule 

The “Lunch Bunch” always  

has a good time together! 

Taizé-style 

worship is so 

ecumenical,   

similar 

services are 

held around 

the world in 

Roman 

Catholic, 

Anglican, 

Lutheran, 

Methodist—

and even 

Mennonite, 

churches. 



stjohns@stjohnscompass.comcastbiz.net 

 

STAFF, WARDENS, and VESTRY 

The Rev. Dr. Nina George-Hacker, FHC, Rector 

Richard Hacker, Organist/Choir Director 

Donna Woods, Parish Administrator 

Robin Baldwin, Ass’t. Parish Administrator 

Reid Heeren, Rector’s Warden 

Robin Baldwin, People’s Warden 

Vestry: Steve Boyd, Jen Hoskins, Glenn Martin, Nancy 

Miller, Jenny Landis, Kaye Lee, Bob Yarnall 

 MISSION STATEMENT 

We welcome all persons 
searching for spiritual  

guidance and wholeness 
in our broken world,  
as together we seek  

to serve others 
 in the Name of  Jesus Christ. 

St. John's Episcopal Church, Compass 

1520 West King’s Highway 

Gap PA 17527 

717-442-4302 

 

       Worship Schedule for February 2017 

Find us on 
Facebook! 

 First Lesson, 
Psalms & Pray-

ers 

Eucharistic 
Minister & 

Second Lesson 

Acolyte Crucifer Inside  

Greeters 

Coffee Hour 
Host 

February 5 Sharon Fremont Robin Baldwin Cynthia Boyd Glenn Martin Fran Gilfillan Sunday School 

February 12 

Youth Sunday 

Susan Gansauer Tom Rohrer Hank Fant Pat Owens Joanne Cipollini 

Helen Esbenshade 

Terri & Hank 
Fant 

February 19 Mary Lou Weaver Linda Zynn Pat Owens Bob Yarnall Howard & Kaye Lee  

February 26 

Bishop’s Visit 

Tom Rohrer Robin Baldwin Linda Zynn Bob Yarnall Ron & Joyce Kelly 

Sharon Fremont 

Ron Zynn 

Special Potluck 
Luncheon 

       

Thank you for 
your support 
this month 

Offering 
Robin Baldwin, 
Glenn Martin, 
Nancy Miller, 

Kaye Lee 

 

Card Ministry 
Terri Fant 

Altar Guild 
Debbie Martin 
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