
 

 

 

 

 

 

New Year, New Hope 

“He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am 

making everything new!’” (Revelation 21:5) 

We humans tend to be afraid of new things. 

Most of us resist change, because newness and 

change always involve some kind of loss. And 

yet, change also brings gains. As this new year 

dawns, we have no idea what it will—or will 

not—bring to our lives, our nation, our loved 

ones, or our parish.  But God knows! 

So, as Christians, we can be sure of two things: 

In Malachi 3:6a, God declares, “I am the Lord, I 

do not change,"  and in 

Matthew 28:20b, Jesus 

promises us, "Surely, I am 

with you always." 

When the God who never 

changes is with us always, 

we can have hope—even 

amidst the most 

surprising or distressing 

changes. 

Here at St. John's, some of 

the new things coming up 

include renting the 

rectory; sprucing up the 

offices and conference 

room with new paint, 

carpet, flooring, and 

furniture; and remodeling 

the bathrooms to make 

them cleaner, more 

contemporary and 

accessible. In addition, we 

plan to reorganize the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Hall to create more space for fellowship 

and small gatherings. 

We estimate the total renovations will cost 

around $8,000, and would be grateful for 

donations to the "building fund" of any amount, 

large or small. The Church is God's house, not 

ours. We owe it to the Lord to make His house 

as beautiful, clean, and optimally functional as 

we can. And since "first impressions" are crucial, 

think of how a fixed-up downstairs will welcome 

our visitors. 

As part of our "spring cleanup," we need to get 

rid of the old upright piano in the Parish Hall. 

It's free to anyone who can haul it away! 

God is also bringing new people to St. John's 

and leading back others who had attended 

before. We pray that our worship services and 

fellowship will bless these newcomers and 

returnees. 

As the liturgical year moves on, Rick and I look 

forward to celebrating our first Epiphany, Lent, 

Easter, and Pentecost with this congregation. 

In conclusion, I would like to suggest a 

traditional Anglican prayer from our BCP (832), 

suitable for beginning a new year:  

"Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts 
to Thee, so guide our minds, so fill our 
imaginations, so control our wills, that we may 
be wholly Thine, utterly dedicated unto Thee; 
and then use us, we pray Thee, as Thou wilt, and 
always to Thy glory and the welfare of Thy 
people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen." 

Happy New Year, and God bless!  Mother Nina + 
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God said: 

“See, I am 

doing a new 

thing! 

    Now it 

springs up; 

do you not 

perceive it? 

I am 

making a 

way in the 

wilderness 

and 

streams in 

the 

wasteland.” 

~Isaiah 43:19 (NIV) 
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Sunday, January 1, 

2017, 10:30 AM 

Join us for this 
traditional service of 
music and Scripture, 
adapted from Kings' 
College, Cambridge, 

England, with special music by the Choir. 
 

EPIPHANY SERVICE 
Sunday, January 8, 10:30 AM 

 

“Star of wonder, star of night, 

 star with royal beauty bright …” 
 

 

GriefShare Grief Recovery Support Group 

Parkesburg Mennonite Church invites 

anyone who has suffered the loss of a loved 

one and is struggling with the mourning 

process to 13 sessions of video presentations 

and discussions where participants can 

express feelings and concerns. These weekly 

gatherings start on January 8, and are from 2 

to 4 pm in the Community Room. The Church 

is at 6 East 2nd Ave., Parkesburg PA 19365. 

Contact: Jane Rudewick at 

PMC.GriefShare@verizon.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ST. JOHN'S ANNUAL MEETING 

Our Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, 

January 15, 2017 following Mass. A potluck 

luncheon in the Parish Hall will follow. All 

Wardens, Vestry members, and baptized 

communicants are encouraged to attend this 

important event. 

 
 

BISHOP’S VISIT 

 
The Rt. Rev. Daniel G. P. Gutierrez 

will make his official visit to St. John’s on 

Sunday, February 26, 2017. In The Episcopal 

Church (TEC), adults become members 

through 1) Baptism; 2) Confirmation (if you 

were not baptized in a church in 

Communion with TEC); 3) Reception (if you 

were baptized and confirmed in a church in 

Communion with TEC); or 4) Transfer from 

another Episcopal church. Anyone wishing to 

be Confirmed or Received during the 

Bishop's visit, please inform the Rector. 

file:///C:/Users/Nina/Documents/Rick%20and%20Nina's%20files/Nina's%20Stuff/St%20John's_Compass/StJ%20Newsletters/PMC.GriefShare@verizon.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name                                             Date 

Suzanne Turpin  January 1 

Lilly Kirchhofer  January 3 

Ella Kirchhofer  January 3 

Howard Lee   January 3 

Steve Boyd   January 5 

Stuart McLauchlan  January 9 

Bob Yarnall   January 16 

Hilda Baldwin      January 24 

Nancy Miller   January 30 

 

 

READ THE BIBLE DAILY !       JOIN THE BISHOP'S   

CHALLENGE ! 

To access all the 
resources you need for 
daily Scripture reading 
and an online link to 
the Bible and more: 
 

   Download the Bible Challenge app from the 
iTunes or Google Play store.  

    Follow along with each day’s readings, either 
through reading the text or by listening to audio. 

   Join the Episcopal Diocese of PA Bishop’s Bible 
Challenge Facebook group for reflection and 
discussion on the readings. 

   Register online at: 
https://diopa.wufoo.com/forms/bishops-bible-
challenge/ 

   Post your thoughts to social media by using the 
hashtags #diopabbc and #wordon 

   Access a daily Bible reading schedule at: 
http://www.diopa.org/wp-content/uploads/bible 
_challenge/Read-the-Bible-in-a-Year-Final.pdf 
#diopabbc and #wordon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name                                                     Date 

Steve & Cynthia Boyd         January 13 

Jim & Theresa Feiler           January 30 

 

 

 

                             
 

 

 

The Lunch Bunch 

Will not meet in 
January or February 
(in anticipation of 
inclement weather). In March, Lou & Joan 
D'Aloisio will host, and in April, Selena 
Baldwin and her sister, Joan Kinsly will be 
our hostesses. 
 
 

 

God Bless Those Who Were So Generous! 
 

To help the mothers— 

to whom Bridge of 

Hope ministers at the 

holidays—give their 

children a good 

Christmas, the parish 

of St. John’s gave 30 

gift cards valued at 

$25 each. That’s $750 worth of 

Christmas cheer! 

http://www.diopa.org/wp-content/uploads/bible%20_challenge/Read-the-Bible-in-a-Year-Final.pdf%20%23diopabbc%20and%20%23wordon
http://www.diopa.org/wp-content/uploads/bible%20_challenge/Read-the-Bible-in-a-Year-Final.pdf%20%23diopabbc%20and%20%23wordon
http://www.diopa.org/wp-content/uploads/bible%20_challenge/Read-the-Bible-in-a-Year-Final.pdf%20%23diopabbc%20and%20%23wordon


 

NEW VOLUNTEER POSITIONS OPEN 
 

St. John's is in need of a new parish representative to the quarterly meetings of the Collaborative Episcopal 

Churches (CEC). Please see the Rector's Warden, Reid Heeren, if interested in serving. 

Three Vestry members' terms expire in January, 

2017. We need three more members to serve on the Vestry, each for a three-year term (ends, January 2020). 

In addition, the position of People's Warden will be vacant in January. This individual interprets to the Rector 

the people's concerns, and vice-versa. If you feel God may be calling you serve in any of these positions, please 

contact the Nominating Committee, Steve Boyd or Robin Baldwin, before our Annual Meeting on January 15. 

Also, we are looking for new Choir members. If you think you can’t sing, Rick can bring out your inner diva! 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

KINDLY KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:  Ruth Ann Pavelik, Ernestine Crum, Marie Hoch, Rose Flamini, Jason 

Weimer, Samantha & Chris Wood, Betty Buchanan, Jimmy McTernan, Mike Phelan, John Laird, Brian Ross, 

Beverly Heeren, Peg Callahan and Fr. Nigel Mumford. Also, please intercede for: All the bishops, clergy, and 

laity of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, and for our fellow parishioners who are in nursing homes: Peggy 

Plank, Helen Willard, Floss Johnson, Mickey & Matilda Harrington, and Frances Smith. 

 

Helen E. Hatton, 85, went to be with the Lord on Sunday, December 18, 2016 at 

Sunny Crest Home of Morgantown PA. A longtime member of St. John’s Church, she 

was the late wife of William Hatton. Born in Claymont DE, she was the daughter of the 

late Harry S. and E. Naomi Hess. She is survived by one daughter, Ethel Hatton, and 

one brother, Winfield H. Hess. She was preceded in death by a daughter, Edith Hatton. 

Graveside services were held at St. John’s Cemetery on Friday, December 30, 2016, at 10 am, officiated by 

The Rev. Dr. Nina George-Hacker, FHC. “May Helen’s soul, and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy 

of God, rest in peace.” 

 

FAREWELL TO STUART AND TONI MCLAUCHLAN 

On December 15, 2016, the McLauchlans wrote to the Rector and Vestry of St. John’s:  

“After 44 years at St. John’s Church, Stuart and I have decided that our spiritual journey is leading us on a 

different path. … St. John’s will always be in our prayers and our hearts, our church family is very important 

to us, and we are hoping to stay in contact with many of you. This has been a very difficult decision, we both 

feel that God is leading us on another path. We will always only be a phone call away. Love and Prayers to 

each of you, Stuart and Toni McLauchlan.”  

Sunday, December 18 was the McLauchlans’ last Sunday with us. We wish them Godspeed; pray for a good 

new church that will meet their needs; and send them off with a prayer adapted from ‘A Prayer for Travelers’ 

(BCP 831): 

"O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose presence we find wherever we go: Preserve 

Stuart and Toni; surround them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; and bring them in safety to their 

journey's end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen."  
 



MANY THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED MAKE CHRISTMAS 

A BEAUTIFUL AND WONDROUS CELEBRATION! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

 
 If you ordered an embroidered-logo item that does not suit,  

it can be exchanged! 
 

Please email the Rector at rectorstjohnscompass@gmail.com: 

 

1) What you have now (item, color, size)—in case an in-house exchange is possible; 

2) What you would rather have (item, color, size)—the company is allowing us to order 

replacement items at no cost!

mailto:rectorstjohnscompass@gmail.com
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MISSION STATEMENT 

At Saint John's Compass, we welcome all persons  

searching for spiritual guidance and wholeness in our broken world,  
as together we seek to serve others in the Name of Jesus Christ. 

 


